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sitting proudly on his new-found ivory throne, revived
and elaborated the Dasara ceremonies. We have many
lengthy accounts of Dasara displays in Haidar AH and
Tipu Sultan's times, sanctioned and witnessed by them,
though merely as spectators. Zirmani gives vivid ones
of the fighting of stags, fierce attacks of buffaloes,
'charges of elephants like mountains on each other/
boxing, wrestling and fireworks.

The ceremonies in the courtyard, outside the palace,
vary slightly on different days, and to most visitors the
last two are the most thrilling in a week of thrills. About
9.30 a.m. on the ninth day the Maharaja blesses (from a
special mantapa, erected at the elephant gate of the
palace) the sacred horse, sacred elephant, State arms,
carriages, cars, cows and horses. This age-old ceremony,
brilliant and dignified, following traditions laid down
centuries ago, should on no account be missed. Invited
guests are seated in the sejji* and excellent arrangements
are also made for those who have not special invitations.
The great courtyard is filled with troops and bands, with
the decorated elephants, horses, cows, cars and carriages
waiting to pass His Highness. All around are masses of
people, an incredible, innumerable throng; orderly and
joyous, a lovely blaze of colour.

THE EUROPEAN DURBAR

The evening durbar on that day is attended by the
Hon. the British Resident, European guests, and chief
officers of State. The Resident arrives (and leaves) in a
State carriage, drawn by four horses, with postilions and
outriders, and is accompanied by troops.

He enters the durbar hall at the same time as the
Maharaja, to the blare of trumpets, the calling of His